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From the Desk
of the Editor

S. Marchand - Terrio
As we make our way through the winter
months, planning is in full swing for the
coming season. I always think that these
winter days while the museum is closed
will allow me to catch up on my to do list,
items will be catalogued and research
requests will be completed. Although
those tasks are being slowly addressed, I
seem to be spending more time writing
grant applications and working on
schedules for the coming season.
2018 was a successful year for our
organization. We had over 3000 visitors to
LeNoir Landing. This number is a
combination of museum visitors and
people who attended programming on site
such as Stories by the Hearth,
Blacksmithing Classes, Kids Days, Tea in
the Museum, and other events.
We assisted with over 60 genealogy
requests and partnered with other
organizations to create community events
such as Noel Isle Madame and the
Christmas House Tour. 2018 was also an
evaluation year for the Society and the
Museum. In July we welcomed an
evaluation team from theAssociation of
Nova Scotia Museums in conjunction
"
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with the Community Museum
Assistance Program funded by the
Dept. of Community Culture and
Heritage. It was an interesting
process which had our board
looking at how we function as
directors, how we manage our
resources, how we care for our
collection and how we engage our
community. We were pleased with
the report provided for our site as it
is always interesting to see the
museum through someone else’s
eyes. We will continue to pursue our
goal and commitment to put into
place best practice and effective
procedures for the Society as well as
the LeNoir Forge Museum.
Summer Students
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Walk Through Time: History
Tidbits

Board of Directors 2018-2019
Anne Leavitt - Chair
Ralph Mauger - Vice Chair
Brittany Benoit - Secretary
Joan Clannon - Treasurer
Susan Marchand-Terrio- Site
Manager
Directors:
Leslie Marchand, Jarrod David,
Odilon Boudreau, Nancy Samson,
Marg Herdman

In October of 1918 our quiet little
island was touched by a
devastating pandemic which
affected every inhabited region in
the world. The Spanish Flu
arrived in the port of Petit de Grat
abroad a vessel called the Italy
docked at Comeau’s
Wharf. The vessel had
arrived from the Canary
Islands with a load of salt
and a very sick sailor. The
flu spread throughout the
island, often traveling as
people visited family
members in other
communities. Schools
Photographing Artifacts Summer 2018
were closed and
community and church
events were canceled in hopes of
stopping the spread of the disease.
The first wave left approximately 20
adults and 8 children dead. Canada “ Volunteers Corner”
experienced four waves of the
Why should you become a
disease ending in the spring of
volunteer with the Isle Madame
Historical Society:
1920. Caregivers and medical
personnel who cared for the sick
* You are needed.
also succumbed to the pandemic.
* You love history.
Isle Madame experienced the loss
* You want to see the Isle Madame
Historical Society offer great
of Dr. A.A. LeBlanc who passed
exhibits that tell our visitors the
away in March of 1919 after
story of Isle Madame.
contracting this deadly disease. The
Spanish Flu left parents without
Volunteer opportunities are
available in many areas.
children, families without
breadwinners and communities
If you are interested in a volunteer
touched with loss. Governments
position please contact our office
902 226 9364 or 902 226 2880
were criticized for failing to provide
resources to deal with the
pandemic, however, the response to
the crisis created the founding of
the Department of Health in 1919.

In the summer of 2018 we were
blessed with 3 student positions
partially sponsored by both the
federal and provincial governments.
It was a golden opportunity to get
through the backlog of projects
waiting to be completed. Hilary
Benoit, Laurier Fougere and Lexie
Theriault were hired and the fun
began. Visitors were welcomed,
guided tours were given, research
assistance was offered, programs
were conducted, gardens were
weeded, trim was painted, buildings
were cleaned, the collection was
dusted, displays were refreshed and
others were planned, artifacts and
archival items were catalogued,
photographed and entered into our
online database. The season went
by in a flash, we are very grateful for
our student interns and their
contribution to the museum and the
community.
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Heritage Property:
“The Flynn, Cutler,
Robichaud House”
The above photos were part of our
Canada 150 Exhibit which was
sponsored by the Dept. of Canadian
Heritage. This photographic project
in partnership with our local school
created a “Then and Now” exhibit
which was displayed throughout
2018.
In this edition of The Informer we
decided to feature one property from
the Canada 150 Exhibit “The
Flynn, Cutler, Robichaud
House”. Built in the 1860’s this
beautiful home has been a Provincial
Registered Property since 1989. Its
designation and value for the
community is its close association
with Edmond Power Flynn,
prominent fish merchant and the
first coroner for Richmond County.
He was a member of the Provincial
"

Legislative Assembly 1867-1874 and
was elected to the House of
Commons representing Richmond
County from 1874-1882 and again
in 1887-1891.
This property is also valued for its
association with the Cutler Family
who purchased this home circa 1911.
As well as a residence it became
home to several businesses associated
with the family. It was home to a
Livery Stable which operated until
1930, an Inn “The Commercial
House” in operation until the late
1950’s and the local telephone
exchange from 1911-1971. For more
information about this property visit:
https://www.historicplaces.ca
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Winter
2019
Photos: IMHS
Top Left: Provincial
Heritage Property “Flynn,
Cutler, Robichaud House”
Top Right: The Cutler
Family taken in front of
their home. AO # 259
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Fall of 2018
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Show and Shine
Celtic Colours Events
Christmas House Tour
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